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A general election had been held while the trial
was going on, and Parliament- met four days after
its conclusion (October 29). The whole evidence was
gone into afresh. Not a word seems to have been
said in Mary's favour; and an address was presented
to the Queen, praying for execution. If precedents
were wanted for the capital punishment of an anointed
sovereign, there were the cases of Agag, Jezebel, Atha-
liah, Deiotarus, king of Galatia, put to death by Julius
Caesar, Bhescupuris, king of Thrace, by Tiberius, and
Conradin by Charles of Anjou. In vain did Eliza-
beth request them to reconsider their vote, and de-
vise some other expedient. Usually so deferential
to her suggestions, they reiterated their declaration
that " the Queen's safety could no way be secured as
long as the Queen of Scots lived."

Elizabeth's hesitation has been generally set down
to hypocrisy. It has been taken for granted that
she desired Mary's death, and was glad to have it
pressed upon her by her subjects. I believe that her
reluctance was most genuine. If not of generous
disposition, neither was she revengeful or cruel. She
had no animosity against her enemies. She lacked
gall. She was never in any hurry to punish the
disaffected, or even to weed them out of her service.
She rather prided herself on employing them even
about her person. Since her accession only two
English peers had been put to death, though several
had richly deserved it. She could affirm with perfect
truth that, for the last fifteen years, she, and she
alone, had stood between Mary and the scaffold, and
this at great and increasing risk to her own life.